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EXPLANATORY PREFACE. 

This volume contains all the data now at the City Library 
concerning the Special Commissioners, who were au­
thorized, by an Act of Assembly, 1782, to designate streets 
to be paved, pass regulations, etc. These Special Commis­
sioners, however, should not be confused with (temporary) 
special commissions which laid out certain streets during 
the same period. Legislative Acts show that sundry com­
missioners of this latter character were authorized, but 
their records are very meager. 

Neither had the Special Commissioners anything in com­
mon with the Town or City Commissioners of that time, 
whose records have been published heretofore. Where the 
powers of the Town or City Commissioners ended and 
those of the Special Commissioners began is not clear, but 
they appear seldom to have interfered. This printed copy 
has been made to conform to the original in every possible 
detail. 

From the original record book the first page is missing; 
hence this printed copy is incomplete to that extent. 

W. F. C. 

(See note referring to marginal numbers, page 7.) 





ACT OF ASSEMBLY RELATING TO 
SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS. 

An Act for the speedy application of monies appropriated 
for repairing the streets in Baltimore Town, in Bal­
timore county and for other purposes.—April, 1782— 
c. 39. 

[By this act certain persons were appointed special com­
missioners, with full power to direct and superintend the 
leveling, pitching, paving and repairing the streets, and the 
building and repairing the bridges within the said town, 
and to devise and do all and everything necessary to pro­
mote this end, which they may judge for the benefit or ad­
vantage of the said town and its inhabitants. The Com­
missioners of Baltimore Town were also directed by this 
act to pay over to the special commissioners all monies 
paid to them or in their hands, by virtue of their powers 
for repairing the streets of said town ; and also, that all and 
every fine and forfeiture heretofore appropriated for the 
repair of said streets, or for the use and benefit of said 
town, be collected by or paid to the special commissioners, 
or to their treasurer, to be applied according to the inten­
tion of this act; and in case the appropriations aforesaid 
should prove inadequate, the special commissioners were 
empowered to borrow to the amount of five thousand 
pounds from the inhabitants of said town, pledging for 
the discharge thereof the whole or any part of the above 
appropriations, the money so borrowed to be applied as 
aforesaid; also, by the said act it was provided that Bal­
timore street be first paved, and that those streets which 
are most essential to the welfare and trade of the town 



ACT O F ASSEMBLY. 

be paved in succession, till the whole be completed, or such 

par ts of them as appear necessary to be paved by the said 

special commissioners. And tha t the special commission­

ers render annually an account of the receipts and expendi­

tures of all monies to the Commissioners of Bal t imore 

Town, and publish in the Bal t imore newspapers , in the first 

month of every year, a copy of the said account ; and the 

said special commissioners , or any four or more of them, 

were authoried to execute the t rus t and duties reposed in 

them by this ac t ; and in case of the death, resignation or 

removal from the said town by either of them, the residue 

or a majority of them might fill up the vacancy.] 

[ N O T E . — T h i s act was to continue for five y e a r s ; it was 

continued, revived and continued by several acts to the 

year 1799—expired.] 

(From "Boundaries of Baltimore, Acts of Assembly—1729-1830.") 



The first page is missing from original book, hence item 8 is the initial transaction 

recorded below. 
The marginal numerals following will assist in tracing a given transaction through 

the records, they being utilized as a cross reference.—Editor. 

October 23rd, 1786. 
At a Mee t ing of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­

ment were p re sen t : , , , „ 
F AIlCII L DlFFENDAFFER. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

J O H N H A M M O N D . 

J O S H U A BARNEY. 

D A V I D STODDER. 

R O B E R T W A L S H . 

8 Resolved that we Immedia te ly Adver t i se for Building 
two Bridges over Jones 's Falls, in Goddard ' s & Hayes ' s 
Papers—and tha t a Subscript ion Loan be set on foot Im­
mediately, in order to raise money for said Purpose (sec 9) . 

Adjourned 'till W e d n e s d a y 3 o'clock P. M. 

October 25th, 1786. 
At a Meet ing of the Commiss ioners agreeable to Adjourn­

ment were p resen t : „ 0 
D A V I D STODDER. 

J O H N H A M M O N D . 

JOSHUA BARNEY. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

MICII 'L D I F F E N D A F F E R . 

R O R F R T W A E S H . 

Adjourned 'till Monday next 9 o'Clock— 

October 30th, 1786. 
At a Meet ing of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­

ment were p re sen t : T „ 
1 J O S H U A BARNEY. 

D A V I D STODDER. 

M I C I I ' E D I F F E N D A F F E R . 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

J O H N H A M M O N D . 

ROBERT W A E S H . 

9 Appointed the Archi tects to br ing in their Proposals for 
Building a Bridge, T o m o r r o w at 3 o'Clock P. M. (see 11). 

Adjourned 'till Tomor row 



8 RECORDS OF 

October 31st, 1786. 

At a Meeting- of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­
ment were present: 

LEONARD IIARBAUGII. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

JOHN HAMMOND. 

MICII 'L DIFFENDAFFER. 

DAVID STODDER. 

JOSHUA BARNEY. 

IO Resolved that John Juliand be appointed to Erect a 
foot Bridge on two Scows at Peters's Brewery—Also that 
Messrs. Diffendaffer and Franciscus Superintend the Paving 
of the lower end of Market Street (see 146). 

Adjourned 'till November 2nd. 

Baltimore, November 2nd, 1786. 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­
ment were present: 

JOHN HAMMOND. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

MICII 'E DIFFENDAFFER. 

LEONARD HARBAUGH. 

JOSHUA BARNEY. 

DAVID STODDER. 

n Received the Estimates from Sundry Persons for Build­
ing the Bridges—and Application from several persons in 
Pratt Street to remedy the "Water Courses (see 13). 

12 Resolved that the Clerk be directed to Summon the 
different Collectors to Appear before this Board with theii 
respective Accts.—on the day of our next Meeting— 

13 Resolved that Joshua Barney and William Aisquith 
be Appointed to Superintend the lower end of Pitt and 
Wapping Streets (sec 164), and the Arch of said Streets— 
also that Mr. Hammond and Harbaugh be Appointed to 
regulate Pratt Street. 

Adjourned 'till Monday 9 o'Clock. 
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November 6, 1786. 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­

ment were present: 
DAVID STODDER. 

JOHN HAMMOND. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

LEONARD HARBAUGII. 

MICH'E DIEEENDAEEER. 

JOSHUA BARNEY. 

14 Appointed Mr. Jacob Keeports to Purchase such Tools 
as are Immediately wanted for Labourers, &c. (sec 45). 

Adjourned 'till 8th Inst., 6 o'Clock P. M. 

November 8th, 1786. 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners agreeable to Adjourn­

ment were present: 
DAVID STODDER. 

LEONARD HARBAUGII. 

GEORGE FRANCISCUS. 

JOHN HAMMOND. 

MICH'E DIEEENDAEEER. 

IS Resolved that Harrison Street, from Market Street to 
the Centre Market House be Immediately Paved, and that 
Notice thereof be given in the Maryland Gazette agreeable 
to Law. 

Agreed with Peter Shepherd to do the Above Paving at 
9d. per square yard. Messrs. Michl. Diffendaffer and Geo. 
Franciscus are appointed to Purchase Stone and Posts 
for said Pavement, and to Superintend the Work. 

16 Jacob Keeports is appointed to fill up the Street way 
on the lower part of the Centre Market House so as to 
secure the Foundation thereof. 

17 Resolved that the Collectors in future be made to give 
Security for the Amount given them to Collect. 

18 George Bugh is appointed to Collect the 12/6 Taxes 
on the lower end of South Street (sec 28). 

19 Resolved that unless Bryan Philpott open a Street and 
have it regularly Condemned for the use of the Public, 
from where the Old Bridge Stood to Plowman's Corner, 


